Introduction
The species in the holarctic wasp genus Diplolepis Geoffroy 1762 are all confined to roses (R osa spp), on which they induce galls of varying types, from the small and smooth pea-galls of D. eglanteriae (Hartig 1840) to the large , multichambered , hairy galls of D. rosae (Linnaeus 1758). Gall characteristics have often been used in gall-wasp taxonomy, a fact that can at least partly explain the lack of adequate information on wasp morphol ogy [Shorthouse 1973 , Ritchie & Peters 1981 . The use of gall characters in species descriptions and keys is founded on the assumption that the gallstructure of a certain species is unique and not affected by host plant species.
In the case of the thelytokous (amphitokous) species D. rosae, one of the most thor oughly studied Cynipidae, this holds true since the familiar mossy gall of this species has been reported from a number of different rose species. The frequencies at which the different roses are parasitized differ, but neither gall morphology, nor the genetic variation 0171-8177 /85/00 1 0-0087 $ 2.50
